Ballard, Joseph J.

Joseph J. Ballard, 61, of Sebewaing, died Saturday evening, December 23, 2006, at his 

home following a seven-month illness.   He was born October 6, 1945 in Pigeon, son of 

the late Emerson M. and Betty J. (Farrell) Ballard.   He served in the U.S. Navy in 

Panama from 1963 to 1966.   Joe was an avid fisherman, he loved to hunt and he enjoyed 

playing and watching baseball.   Surviving are his wife, Ruth, of Sebewaing; two sons, 

one daughter and their spouses, Eric Ballard, Paul (Michelle) Ballard, and Wendy (Jason) 

Volk, all of Sebewaing; grandchildren, Taylor Clawson, Brendan, Heather and Braylon 

Ballard, Spencer and Lance Carter; and stepgrandchildren, Tristin, Austyn, and Sebastien 

Volk; three sisters, three brothers and their spouses, Peggy Rinnert and Thomas Ballard, 

both of Pigeon, Betty (Gary) Sy, Sue (Robert) Klimkowski and Gary (Connie) Ballard, 

all of Unionville, Diane (Donald) Schember, of Elkton, Brad (Donna) Ballard, of 

Sebewaing; several nieces, nephews, and cousins; also his best friend, his dog, Duke.   He 

was preceded in death by one brother, Bill Ballard; and two sisters, Mary Patricia 

Hilipsysisler and Kay Ballard.   As he wished, there will be no visitation or service.   

Cremation has taken place at Sunset Valley Crematory.   Arrangements are being handled 

by the Dinkel-Juengel Funeral Home in Sebewaing.

