Bates, Clifford J.

Clifford Junior Bates, 82, of Sebewaing, died Tuesday, November 21, 2006, at the Caro 

Community Hospital following a lengthy illness.   He was born July 20, 1924 in North 

Branch, son of the late Clifford M. and Laura (Brown) Bates.   He graduated from 

Sebewaing High School in 1942. Following graduation, he worked briefly in Willow 

Run.  He then joined the U. S. Army Air Corps serving in the Pacific Theatre during 

World War II. He was discharged January 18, 1946.   On July 1, 1946, he was appointed 

postmaster in Sebewaing at which time he was the youngest postmaster in the nation.  He 

worked there for 40 years before retiring on March 29, 1986.   He was united in marriage 

to Doris A. Fibranz on April 17, 1949 in Bay City. Cliff was a member of Trinity United 

Methodist Church in Sebewaing where he served as treasurer, usher, member of the ad 

council and several other offices. He also attended Caro United Methodist Church while 

he lived at the Lighthouse. He was a life member of Sebewaing V.F.W. Post No. 4115; 

member of Sebewaing American Legion Post No. 293, served as service officer for both; 

had been in the Veterans Honor Guard; was active in the V.F.W. at the district and state 

levels; and also served 30 years on the Board of Managers in Grand Rapids and 

Marquette.   He was on the Sebewaing Village Council, Sebewaing Township 

Ambulance, the Huron County Allied Veterans Council and the National Association of 

Postmasters.   Surviving besides his wife, Doris; are two daughters and their spouses, 

Jean (Donald) Carpenter and Janet (Dennis) Briolat, all of Unionville; exchange student 

daughter, Gredel Warbeck, of Munich, Germany; six grandchildren, Joshua, Jessica and 

Jacob Carpenter, Karen (Doug) Parlberg, of Birch Run, and Jason and Katelyn Skirlo; 

two great-grandchildren, Kyle and Carson Parlberg; one sister, Evelyn (Henry) Reis, of 

Essexville; one brother, Vern (Norma) Bates, of Caro; and two nieces and two nephews.   

A funeral service will take place at 11 a.m. on Saturday, November 25, 2006, at Trinity 

United Methodist Church. The Rev. Bill Wright will officiate with burial in Memorial 

Park Cemetery.   Visitation is from 1 to 9 p.m. on Friday at the Dinkel-Juengel Funeral 

Home in Sebewaing and from 10 a.m. until the time of the service on Saturday at the 

church. Memorials may be made to Trinity United Methodist Church, Sebewaing 

Township Ambulance, The Lighthouse, or Bay Shore Camp. 
