Bulla, Helen M.
Helen Margaret Bulla, 93, longtime resident of Sanilac and Oakland counties, died Thursday, June 3, 2010 in Henry Ford Macomb Hospital, Clinton Township.
Miss Bulla was born Sept. 4, 1916 in Austin Township, to John D. and Catherine Gillis Bulla.

She graduated from Ubly High School in 1933 and was accepted to the Huron County Normal for the following September. When the County Normal closed, she attended the University of Michigan’s Freshman College in Sandusky for one year.
She worked at the Pontiac State Hospital and attended Central State Teacher’s College in Mount Pleasant, earning a limited certificate after one year’s study. Miss Bulla returned to Sanilac County, teaching in Hogsback, Cumber and Freiburg rural schools between 1937 and 1946.
In 1947, Miss Bulla earned her bachelor of arts degree with secondary provisional certificate from the Central Michigan College of Education in Mount Pleasant, relocated to Oakland County and began teaching U.S. history, American government and economics at Waterford Township High School. In 1951, she was named to the assistant principal’s post and retired in 1985. In 1963, Miss Bulla graduated from the University of Michigan with a master of arts degree in secondary school administration.
In 1952, Miss Bulla was inducted into the Alpha Beta Chapter of Delta Kappa Gamma Society International for Key Women Educators, and served as Chapter President from 1989-90. She was a member of the Michigan Education Association, the Michigan Association of Retired School Personnel and the Waterford Foundation for Public Education, where she served as a director. Miss Bulla was a Daughter of Isabella in Huron County, and a parishioner at St. Benedict’s Catholic Church in Pontiac as well as St. Ignatius in Freiburg, where she and her sister had taught catechism.
Miss Bulla’s lifelong interests included the histories and genealogies of her Scottish and Polish pioneer ancestors, and of Huron, Sanilac and Tuscola counties.
During Scotland’s Highland Clearances, her maternal grandparents, John and Catherine McDonald Gillis, emigrated from the Hebridean islands of Benbecula and South Uist to the town of Bornish in Middlesex County, Ontario. Later, they migrated with other Scots to St. Columbkille’s parish in Sheridan Corners and settled in Greenleaf Township. Her paternal grandparents, Joseph and Rosa Pahl Bulla, farmed in Paris Township and then Austin Township after immigrating to Huron County in the 1870’s from Silesia, in Prussia-annexed Poland.
Miss Bulla was preceded in death by infant brothers: Hugh and James; sister Florence and her husband, Neil Sweeney; brother John C. and wife, Clara (Periso); nephew and godson John Alvin Bulla; and brother-in-law Stanley J. Olczak.
She is survived by sisters: Irene Bulla Olczak and Josephine Bulla; by her beloved brother Michael D. Bulla; and by many nieces, nephews and family friends.
Visitation will be from 9 to 10 a.m. Tuesday at the Zinger-Smigielski Funeral Home in Ubly. There will be a Daughters of Isabella rosary at 4 p.m. Monday at the funeral home.
Mass of Christian Burial will be at 11 a.m. Tuesday, June 8, 2010 at St. Ignatius Catholic Church-Freiburg. Rev. Joseph Griffin will officiate. Interment will follow in the church cemetery.
In lieu of flowers, the family requests that masses be offered for the soul of the deceased.
