Clabuesch, Ann Marie 
On Sunday, May 9, 2010, the remarkable life of Ann Marie Clabuesch, 89, ended with the dignity and quiet resolve that had become her hallmarks. She peacefully surrendered her life and joined her husband E.J. (deceased 1984) and daughter Karen Hitesman (deceased 2007), stepping into the joy of eternity. It was fitting that she would receive that which she most wanted on Mother’s Day.
Ann Marie was born Jan. 2, 1921 to Floyd and Achsah (Gwinn) Richmond of Bay Port. She attended the Mud Creek grade school and graduated from Pigeon High School in 1938. It was here that she met her future husband, E.J. She went on to Michigan State University, and on Jan. 20, 1940, she and E.J. decided to elope. While this would interrupt her education, she would later return to Central Michigan University after having four children, eventually obtaining her Masters Degree in Counseling. She worked as an educator and counselor in the Laker School District from 1959 until her retirement in 1986.

Her community involvement was marked with dedication and tenacity. She served as President of the Pigeon District Library Board for many years, and was instrumental in securing local private and governmental support for that organization. She worked tirelessly for the Scheurer Hospital Auxiliary, taking special pride in organizing the Home Tour. She spearheaded the fund raising effort for Country Bay Village, the independent living center for Scheurer Hospital. She believed in leading by example, and to that end, elected to give up her lakefront home and move into that facility as one of its first occupants. She worked simultaneously organizing the fundraising efforts for the Scheurer Hospital Medical Arts Building. Additionally, in 1984, she also became a board member of Thumb National Bank & Trust Company, serving until 1997.
Ann Marie was a woman of incredible independence who always lived life on her own terms. In recent years, as her health began to deteriorate, she alone decided it was time to give up her home in Country Bay Village, and moved to the assisted living facility known as Country Gardens. Thanks to the wonderful care, compassion and tenderness of the staff, she was able to reside at Country Gardens until the time of her death.
She is survived by three of her four children, sons Paul Clabuesch and David Clabuesch, and daughter Mrs. Linda (David) Johnson. She leaves behind 13 admiring grandchildren: David (Christia) Hitesman, Carter Hitesman, Mrs. Julie (Mathew) Faupel, Joseph DeGutis, Scott Johnson, Shelley Johnson, Michael Pirret, Allison Pirret, Lisa Clabuesch, Ashley Clabuesch, Christopher Clabuesch, Sarah Clabuesch and Eric Jon (Ann Marie) Clabuesch. She was proud to have been the great-grandmother of Elizabeth, Bennett and William Hitesman, Connor and Lauren Hitesman and Dominic Clabuesch.
Her sister, Alice Luedtke, preceded her in death in 2001.
The Funeral Service will be 11 a.m. Friday, May 14, 2010 at the Pigeon First United Methodist Church, with The Rev. John Britt, pastor, officiating. Burial will be in Grandlawn Cemetery.
Visitation will be from 3 to 8 p.m. Thursday at Meyersieck-Bussema Funeral Home in Pigeon and from 10 a.m. until the time of service on Friday at Pigeon First United Methodist Church.
The family has requested that memorials be made to the Scheurer Hospital Auxiliary, the Pigeon District Library or the Pigeon First United Methodist Church.

