Cook, William N. 

William Nicholas Cook, 89, beloved husband, devoted father and grandfather, faithful 

servant of God, was called home on Friday, July 21, 2006, to be with his Lord and 

Savior.   Bill was born February 23, 1917 in Detroit to Reinhold and Catherine (Brecht) 

Kuck. The family moved to St. Clair Shores shortly after he was born. Bill resided there 

until he was orphaned at the age of 9.  He then moved with his two siblings to 

Sebewaing. In 1933, Bill left Sebewaing and went to Caro to work for room and board 

and attend Caro High School for 11th grade.   In June 1934, Bill decided to return to 

Sebewaing and worked for the Old Heidleberg Inn for room and board. At the same time, 

he attended Sebewaing High School and graduated in 1935. In August 1935, Bill moved 

to Bay City and attended the Bay City Business College. While in Bay City, he also 

worked for VanTuyl Funeral Home for room and board. After one year at Bay City 

Business College, and a couple of jobs which didn't pan out, he went to work for The 

Dow Chemical Company in 1937. He graduated from Bay City Business College in 

1938, completing his degree while working at Dow.   In 1939, he married Dorothy 

Moeller and they moved to Midland in 1950. She predeceased him in 1968.   In 1971, 

Bill married Betty (Jungman) Dubey. They celebrated their 35th wedding anniversary on 

July 17, 2006.   In 1944, Bill served overseas in World War II with the 99th Infantry 

Division. He returned in 1946 and went back to work at Dow. Bill retired in 1982 after 45 

years with Dow (including the 2 years of military service).   Since retirement, Bill was 

busy as a volunteer. He was a very active member at St. John's Lutheran Church, serving 

on many boards, as an elder, and as president of the congregation. He was one of the first 

recipients of the "Hands of Christ" award in 1997. He was a volunteer tax aide through 

AARP and prepared income tax returns for senior citizens. He was one of the charter 

members of the Kiwassee Kiwanis Club of Midland and served as president of the Club 

in 1976. He was a delight to many who enjoyed purchasing Kiwanis nuts from "Cashew 

Cook" each Christmas and was top sales person for many years.   Bill was a very social 

person who enjoyed talking with the many people he met throughout his life. He enjoyed 

crossword puzzles, toffee ice cream bars and watching the Tigers play baseball on 

television (which he called "going to the game").   He is survived by his wife, Betty, of 

Midland; sons, Kevin Cook, of Westland, and James Dubey, of Sterling Heights; 

daughters, Jennifer Cook, Mary Dubey and Anne Dubey, of Midland, and Susan Dubey, 

of Freeland; and grandchildren, Allison (Bert) Elliott, of Monroe, Jason Cook, of 

Westland, Danielle Dubey, of Sterling Heights, Kaitlyn Pake, of Midland; and his special 

granddog, Mackenzie, of Freeland. In addition to his first wife, Bill was predeceased by 

his parents; son, Thomas Cook; sister, Amalia (Kuck) Rowland; and brother, Robert 

Kuck.   He was a wonderful man and a blessing to those who knew him. He will be 

greatly missed by his family and many friends.   Funeral services for Bill will take place 

at 11 a.m. on Wednesday, July 26, 2006, at St. John's Lutheran Church at the corner of 

Carpenter and George Streets. The Rev. Dr. Douglas Janetzke will officiate with 

graveside burial rites in Midland Cemetery. Military honors will be presented by the 

Midland Area Veterans, and the Army National Guard.   Visitation will be from 6 to 8 

p.m. on Monday, 2 to 4 p.m. and 6 to 8 p.m. on Tuesday at the Ware-Smith-Woolever 

Funeral Home, 1200 West Wheeler Street, and from 10 a.m. until the time of the service 

on Wednesday at the church.   Memorials may be made to St. John's Lutheran Church, 

the Salvation Army, Rescue Mission of Saginaw or the Kiwassee Kiwanis Club of 

Midland.   If you are unable to visit with the family in person, you may send your 

condolences through www.waresmithwoolever.com. 

