Foster, Sandra 

Sandra Lynn Filion Foster, 51, a respected community college administrator, died on Thursday, Oct. 21, 

1999 in her Riverside, CA home.  She was born on Dec. 30, 1947 in Detroit, the daughter of James H. and Leona (Thick) Filion.  Ms. Filion Foster lived the last seven years in California where she served as vice president of planning and development for Riverside Community College at the Norco Campus and the Morino Campus.  Prior to moving to California, she served as associate vice chancellor for planning and development at the City Colleges of Chicago.  While overseeing strategic planning for the eight-college district, she developed the Career Preparation Initiative and the nationally recognized "Productive 

America" project.  She was also a member of the Executive Board of the National Council on 

Occupational Education.  She was a member of the Laker High School Class of 1965.  She earned her 

bachelors and masters degrees from Michigan State University and her doctoral degree in public policy 

analysis-education from the University of Illinois at Chicago.  She was a member of the Alpha Lamda 

Delta Society.  She is remembered as a talented educator, effective consultant and supportive friend of 

many.  Outside of her work, she loved to read, travel and attend the theater.  She had a special fondness 

for "Zoe", the cat she and her daughter raised from a kitten.  She is survived by one daughter, Suzanne 

Filion Foster of Claremont, CA; parents, Jim and Leona Filion of Filion, MI; two brothers, Donald Filion 

and his wife, Nancy, of Filion, MI and David Filion and his wife, Mary, of Saginaw, MI; two nieces, 

Tracie Beatty and Jennifer Filion; one nephew, David Filion.  She was preceded in death by one brother, 

Tommy Filion.  Funeral services will be conducted at 2 p.m. on Friday, Oct. 29, 1999 at the Kaufman 

Funeral Home in Bad Axe.  Officiating will be the Rev. Earleen VanConant, pastor of Pinnebog-

Grindstone United Methodist Church, the Rev. Robert Garrett and the Rev. John Adams.  Burial will be in 

Colfax Cemetery.  Visitation is from 1 to 9 p.m. Thursday and noon until the time of the service Friday at 

the funeral home.  Memorials may be made to the Sandra Filion Foster Scholarship Fund in care of the 

Lake High School.  

