Kladzyk, Franklin 

Franklin James "Frank" Kladzyk, 80, of Bad Axe, founder of the Franklin Inn, Bad Axe, died 

Saturday, Sept. 18, 1999, at St. Mary's Hospital in Saginaw.  He was born Feb. 16, 1919 in 

Parisville, son of the late John "Jack" and Jane (Lockwood) Kladzyk.  Franklin Kladzyk and Marie 

Josephine Ziemba were married June 27, 1946, at St. Hyacinth's Catholic Church, Detroit.  Frank 

spent most of his life in Huron County, graduating from Bad Axe High School in 1936. He excelled 

in sports, earning a baseball scholarship to Western Michigan University.  He then attended Detroit 

College of Law while working for the Internal Revenue Service.  He enlisted in the United States 

Marine Corps in December 1941 and saw early action in 1942 in landings at Guadalcanal and 

Tulaghi, two of the most intense island-landing invasions of World War II.  Frank was honorably 

discharged in 1945 and returned to work for the IRS.  In 1947, he returned to Bad Axe to manage 

the East End Hotel for his grandfather, Frank Kladzyk, and in 1961, he established the Franklin Inn.  

Following the sale of the Franklin Inn in 1969, Mr. Kladzyk served one year assisting operations at 

Hinterman Motor Sales, Bad Axe, then became general manager for Action Plastics in Charlotte, 

retiring in 1982.  He was a parishioner at Sacred Heart Catholic Church, Bad Axe, where he served 

on several committees including the building committee for the present church. He was also a long-

time member of Verona Hills Golf Club where he served on the board of directors and the 

committee responsible for the expansion of the course to its current 18 holes.  He was a former club 

champion at Verona Hills and competed in numerous state amateur events in the 50s and 60s.  Mr. 

Kladzyk was a patron of the Orchard Lake St. Mary's Schools and was honored as an ambassador 

in 1976.  Upon his retirement, his interest centered around conservation, gardening, tree planting 

and the stock market.  He maintained several properties in Northern Michigan and Minnesota.  

Surviving are his wife, Marie; two sons, Franklin Kladzyk and his wife, Patricia, of El Paso, Texas, 

and Thomas Kladzyk and his wife, Jo Ellen, of Manchester; two daughters, Pamela Kladzyk of 

New York and Kathryn Brown and her husband, Eric, of Houghton; eight grandchildren; two 

sisters, Anna Miller of Tampa, Fla. and Ethel Jean Clark, of North Palm Beach, Fla.; and many 

nieces and nephews.  His step-mother, Marcella (Toohey) Kladzyk; and two brothers Jerome 

"Zeke" Kladzyk and John Kladzyk preceded him death.  Services will take place at 11 a.m. 

Tuesday, Sept. 21, 1999, at Sacred Heart Catholic Church in Bad Axe. Monsignor Stanley 

Milewski, Fr. Jack Leipert and Fr. Walter Ziemba will officiate. Burial will follow at 2 p.m. at St. 

Mary's Catholic Cemetery, Parisville.  A parish scripture service will be conducted at 7 p.m. 

Monday at the R. W. Weitenberner Funeral Home, Bad Axe.  Visitation will be from 3 until 8 p.m. 

today at the funeral home.  Memorials may be made to the Orchard Lake St. Mary's Schools.

