Lerash, John J.

John J. Lerash, 89, a life-long resident of Dwight Township and Kinde, died unexpectedly on 

Friday, Sept. 17, 1999, at Huron Memorial Hospital in Bad Axe. He suffered an apparent heart 

attack.  Mr. Lerash was born May 24, 1910 in Dwight Township. He was the son of the late Frank 

Lerash, Sr. and Hattie (Miller) Lerash.  He and Gertrude M. Rice were united in marriage on Oct. 

30, 1933 at St. Edward's Catholic Church in Kinde. Fr. McGinnis celebrated the marriage. The 

couple were married for more than 65 years.  Mr. Lerash was a parishioner of St. Edward's Catholic 

Church and served many years as usher. He was a graduate of the Peyok rural country school.  He 

was employed at the Farmers Co-Op. He and his wife, Gertrude, owned and operated the Clancy 

Hotel from 1939 to 1947 when they sold the business to Stanley Lerash. The couple then opened a 

new business, Lerash Save-More Supermarket.  They retired in 1972.  Mr. Lerash was a past 

member of the Kinde Lions Club, an honorary life member of the Knights of Columbus Council 

No. 1546 and the Bishop Babock General Assembly, 4th Degree, of Bad Axe.  In his retirement, 

John enjoyed his garden, visiting with his family and friends, playing cards and music, especially 

his violin.  He was also seen frequently opening the door and greeting friends and neighbors at 

Gage Chapel of the MacAlpine Funeral Home.  Surviving are his wife, Gertrude; one daughter, 

Junie Fisher of Bad Axe; one son, Thomas J. Lerash and his wife, Debra, of Bad Axe; seven 

grandchildren, Jackie and Jena Lerash of Bad Axe.  Paul Fisher and his wife, Anne, of Port Austin, 

Richard "Odie" Fisher of Detroit, Roger "Pete" Fisher of Detroit, Tina Fisher of Dearborn Heights 

and Pamela Fisher of Warren; seven great-grandchildren; four sisters, Mrs. Tillie White of Bad 

Axe, Margaret Byarski and her husband, Karl, of Kinde, Alice Gottschalk and her husband, 

Donald, of Kinde, Rose Meagher of Port Austin; two brothers, Frank Lerash and his wife, Helen, of 

Bad Axe and Edward Lerash of Bad Axe; two sisters-in-law, Viola Lerash of Kinde and Helen 

Bodis of St. Clair Shores; and several nieces and nephews.  Mr. Lerash was preceded in death by 

one infant son, William; one sister, Celia Fleszar; and two brothers, Anthony and Joseph Lerash.

Mass of the Christian Burial will take place at 11 a.m Tuesday, Sept. 21, 1999, from St. Edward's 

Catholic Church in Kinde. Fr. Kevin Kerbawy, pastor, will officiate.  Burial will take place in St. 

Edward's Cemetery.  A parish wake scripture will be offered at 7 p.m. tonight by Fr. Kerbawy 

followed at 7:30 p.m. by a rosary offered by the Knights of Columbus Council No. 1546 at the 

Gage Chapel-MacAlpine Funeral Home in Kinde.  Visitation will be from 1 to 9 p.m. today and 9 

a.m. to 10:30 a.m. Tuesday at the funeral home.  Memorials may be offered to St. Edward's 

Catholic Church.

