Melick, Elaine 

Elaine M. (Grocholski) Melick, 42, of Auburn died at her home Monday, Sept. 27, 1999, after a 

brief illness.  She was born in Bay City on March 15, 1957 and resided in Auburn all her life. She 

was preceded in death by her parents, Florian V. Sr. and Julia S. (Baran) Grocholski, Sr., in 1977 

and 1975, respectively.  Elaine was a member of St. Joseph Catholic Church in Auburn and served 

as an instructor in the church's CCD program for many years. She worked at the Midland County 

Board of Realtors. She was a member of the Western High School Booster Club and the Ladies 

Auxiliary of the Auburn Williams Fire Department.  She was a volunteer of Western High School.  

She enjoyed bowling in the Midway Mixers Bowling League at Valley Lanes, bingo, polka music 

and camping at the Lost Valley Campground. For many years she played bass guitar in the family 

polka band, Floyd Grocholski's Li'l Naturals. She strongly supported the athletic programs at 

Western High School.  On April 30, 1982, Elaine married William J. "Bill" Melick in St. Joseph 

Catholic Church in Auburn. He survives her.  Also surviving are twin daughters, Sara and 

Kimberly Melick, both at home; two sons, William "Bill" Melick Jr., at home and Chad Melick of 

Bad Axe; six brothers, Florian Grocholski and his wife, Veronica, Robert Grocholski and his wife, 

Marilyn, Gary Grocholski and his wife, Tina, Steven Grocholski and his wife, Sheri, and Gregory 

Grocholski and his wife, Luanne, all of Bay City and Daniel Grocholski of Kawkawlin; four sisters, 

Jeannine Maurer and her husband, James, of Ubly, Diane Ruch and her husband, Joe, of Grand 

Haven, Christine Yax and Annette Grocholski of Kawkawlin; father and mother-in-law Ira and 

Beverly Melick of Harbor Beach; brother-in-law Todd Melick and his wife, Kathy, of Algonac; 

sister-in-law, Julie Hernandez and her husband, Alberto, of Florida; 23 nieces and nephews; many 

aunts and uncles; special friends, Mike and Jane Sugar of Auburn; and many more friends and 

relatives. Elaine was also preceded in death by her grandparents and by a sister-in-law, Marsha 

Melick.  The funeral liturgy will be celebrated at 10 a.m. on Thursday, Sept. 30, 1999, at the St. 

Joseph Catholic Church in Auburn. The Rev. Fr. Thomas E. Sutton will officiate with burial in the 

Pine Grove Cemetery.  There will be a parish wake service at 7 p.m. Wednesday at the church.  

Visitation will be from 6 until 8 p.m. today, at the Auburn Chapel of the Cunningham-Taylor 

Funeral Home, Inc., from 1 until 8 p.m. Wednesday and 9 a.m. until the time of liturgy Thursday 

morning at the church.  Memorials may be offered to Pardee Cancer Treatment Center of Midland, 

the St. Joseph Catholic Church Building or School's Endowment Fund.

