Poirier, Eugene J. 

Eugene Joseph "Gene" Poirier, 72, of Pigeon, passed away Sunday, April 30, 2006, at 

Covenant Hospital Harrison in Saginaw.   He was born in Hampton Township on June 

14, 1933, son of the late Elmer and Eugenia (Laleman) Poirier.  He graduated from Bay 

City Central High School in 1952 and served with the United States Army from 1954-

1956 during the Korean Conflict. On August 30, 1958, he was united in marriage to 

Elaine J. Summerfield in Munger.   Gene graduated from Northeastern School of 

Commerce in 1962 with a degree in professional accounting and in 1962, he began his 

accounting career with Karl Leppien. He continued working with Nietzke-Faupel, P.C. in 

Pigeon through the 2006 tax season.   He was quartermaster and past commander with the 

V.F.W. Post 2236, Pigeon, and a member of the Caseville F.O.E. 3690. He was a member 

and past president of the Pigeon Rotary Club where he had 34 years of perfect 

attendance, and was honored as a Paul Harris Fellow. Gene was a Winsor Township Fire 

Department volunteer and a former volunteer in the Merritt Township Fire Department, 

for a combined total of more than 54 years service.   He enjoyed boating and fishing trips 

to Canada, his motorcycle, golf cart, and motor home. He dearly loved his family, 

especially his grandchildren and great-grandchildren. His dog, Bozo, was his faithful 

companion.   In addition to his wife, Elaine, to whom Gene had been married for more 

than 47 years, he is survived by two daughters and sons-in-law, Kimberly K. (Arlin 

"Bear") Swartzendruber and Shelly M. (Troy) Gunden, all of Pigeon; four grandchildren, 

Rebecca (Hans) Eichler, Trista Swartzendruber, Heather Gunden, and Evan Gunden; four 

great-grandchildren, Sean, Ethan, Jaden, and Owen Eichler; one brother and his wife, 

James "Beaver" and Jeanette Poirier, of Munger; one sister, Mary Ann Baranowski and 

friend, Joe, of Bay City; two aunts, Irene Roszaticki and Madonna Laleman, both of Bay 

City; an uncle, Alfred (Joann) Poirier, of Iowa; two sisters-in-law, Leona Maxson, of 

Mayville, and Kathy (Gordon) Daniels, of Reese; and many cousins, nieces, nephews and 

friends.   He was preceded in death by two children, Kelly Marie and Joseph, and a 

brother, Jerry Poirier.   The Mass of Christian Burial will take place at 11 a.m. on 

Thursday, May 4, 2006, at St. Francis Borgia Catholic Church in Pigeon, with Fr. John 

Weis and Sr. Theresa Fox, O.P. officiating. Burial will be in the church cemetery. A 

scripture service will be conducted at 7:30 p.m. on Wednesday at the Meyersieck-

Bussema Funeral Home, Pigeon.   Visitation will be from 5 to 9 p.m. today and from 2 to 

9 p.m. on Wednesday at the funeral home and from 10 a.m. until the time of Mass on 

Thursday at the church. Memorials for Gene Poirier may be directed to the St. Francis 

Borgia Special Projects Fund, Scheurer Hospital, or the downtown Pigeon Park Bench 

Fund. 

