Ryckman, Mary J. 

Mary J. Ryckman, 89, of Port Huron Township, passed away unexpectedly of natural 

causes Tuesday, January 2, 2007, in the home of her daughter, Margaret Pavey.   She was 

born to John and Cecelia Gehring on June 30, 1917 in Ruth.  She attended the Harbor 

Beach schools and graduated from Harbor Beach High School.   On September 6, 1937, 

Mary married Quentin Ryckman in Port Sanilac. He passed away June 11, 2004.   Mary 

enjoyed doing needlepoint and collecting miniature elephants of various materials such as 

porcelain, ceramic and crystal. She also enjoyed original country western music and 

traveling to Nashville, Tennessee with her husband.   She is survived by her daughter, 

Margaret E. Pavey, of Port Huron Township; her brother, Edward (Marianne) Gehring, of 

Harbor Beach; two sisters-in-law, Grace Gehring, of Bad Axe, and Maggie Gehring, of 

Bridgeport; and several nieces and nephews including a special nephew, John Gehring, of 

Bad Axe, and a special niece, Betty Rankin, of Imlay City.   Besides her husband, she 

was preceded in death by two brothers, Elmer and John Gehring; a sister, Elizabeth 

Dutcher; and a son-in-law, Richard Pavey.   The funeral service will be at 11 a.m. on 

Thursday, January 4, 2007, in Smith Family Funeral Home-North, 1525 Hancock Street, 

Port Huron. The Rev. Fr. C. Paul Higdon will officiate. Burial will follow in Mt. Hope 

Cemetery.   Visitation will be in the funeral home one hour prior to the service.   

Contributions may be made in Mary's memory to Cross in the Woods Catholic Church, 

Indian River. To send condolences and messages of sympathy visit 

smithfamilyfuneralhome.com.

