Tenbusch Jr., Alphonse 

Alphonse J. Tenbusch, Jr., 71, of Ruth passed away Sunday, Sept. 3, 2000, at his home 

with his family following a long illness.  Born on March 9, 1929, in Detroit, he was the 

son of Beatrice (Halifax) Tenbusch and the late Alphonse Tenbusch, Sr.  He and 

Geraldine Terbrack were married on Aug. 27, 1949, at SS. Peter and Paul Church in 

Ruth.  Alphonse sailed on the Great Lakes for three years and farmed and worked for the 

Surface Mausoleum Co. in Minden City for 30 years, and he was a security guard for 15 

years. He was a member of SS. Peter and Paul Catholic Church and a member of the 

Usher's Club since 1951, the sexton of the church cemetery for 38 years, and a charter 

member of the Ruth Knights of Columbus Council No. 3823. He was an avid softball 

player for many years.  He is survived by his wife of 51 years, Geraldine Tenbusch of 

Ruth; three sons, Robert Tenbusch and his fiancee, Susan Habedank of Clarkston, Mark 

Tenbusch and his wife, Connie, and Thomas Tenbusch, Sr., and his wife, Betty, both of 

Harbor Beach; two daughters, Lauretta Allen and her husband, Dale, of Mount Morris, 

and Lea Gourlay and her husband, Mark of North Street; 15 grandchildren, Alphonse, 

Jason and Aaron Tenbusch, Chad Allen and his wife, Caty, Nicole Allen Szecodi and her 

husband, Michael, Sara Allen, Luke Allen, Jennifer, Amanda and Timothy Tenbusch, 

Jessica Gourlay Kress and her husband, Donald, Clinton Gourlay, Carrie, Kelly and 

Thomas Tenbusch, Jr.; his mother, Beatrice Tenbusch of Ruth; five brothers, Gerald 

Tenbusch and his wife, Jo, and Charles Tenbusch and his wife, Marge, of North Port, 

Fla., Donald Tenbusch and his wife, Annie, of Jacksonville, Fla., Gaylord Tenbusch and 

his wife, Fay, of Portsmouth, Va., and Richard Tenbusch and his wife, Carol, of North 

Port, Fla.; three sisters, Loraine McCoy and her husband, Frank, of Marlette, Marlene 

Peruski and her husband, Michael, of North Port, Fla., and Karen Gentner and her 

husband, Dennis, of Ruth; and a brother-in-law, Frank Molloy and his wife, Carol, of 

Sandusky.   He was preceded in death by his father, Alphonse, Sr.; and a sister, Joan 

Molloy.  Mass of Christian Burial will take place at 11 a.m. Wednesday, Sept. 6, 2000, at 

SS. Peter and Paul Catholic Church in Ruth with Fr. Steve Gavit, pastor, officiating. 

Burial will be in the church cemetery.  A parish vigil service will take place at 8 p.m. and 

a Knights of Columbus rosary will be conducted at 8:30 p.m., both tonight at the Ramsey 

Funeral Home in Harbor Beach.  Visitation will be 1 to 9 p.m. today at the funeral home 

and from 9:30 until the time of services Wednesday at the church.  Memorials may be 

made to SS. Peter and Paul Memorial Fund, the Harbor Beach Community Hospital 

Auxiliary, or Huron Memorial Hospice. 

