Whear, John 

John P. "Hook" Whear, 67, of Normal, Ill., died Sunday, Sept. 19, 1999, at his home.  He was born 

June 1, 1932, to the late Clayton and Sarah K. (McDonald) Whear in Bad Axe. He married Virginia 

Vandergraft in 1959 in McLean County, Ill. She preceded him in death in 1989.  John was a 

journeyman/lineman for IBEW Local 51 in Illinois for 45 years. He was a member of the VFW and 

Moose Lodge. He served in the U.S. Army as a paratrooper during the Korean War. Surviving are 

two daughters, Paula Small and her husband, Norm, of Downs, Ill., and Kathy Nye and her 

husband, Frank, of Argyle, Iowa; two sons, Steven Whear and his fiance, Luanne, of Normal, Ill., 

and Rick Whear and his wife, Missy, of Bloomington, Ill.; four sisters, Doris Gilbert and her 

husband, Edward, of Sand Point, Judy Smith and her husband, Vern, of Bad Axe, Peggy Ahearn 

and her husband, Tom, of Bad Axe, and Millie Bowers and her husband, David, of Flint; one 

brother, William Whear and his wife, Annette, of Detroit; one half-brother, Ray Stoecker and his 

wife, Sandy, of Towanda, Ill.; five grandchildren and three great-grandchildren.  He was preceded 

in death by an infant son and one brother, Harold.  A prayer service was conducted on Sept. 22, 

1999 at Beck Memorial Home in Bloomington, Ill. Father Tom Maloney officiated.  John was 

cremated.  Memorials may be made to OSF Franciscan Hospice of Central Illinois.

